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10. Climbers 

Annual Schedule 

 

Early Spring 
 

 

 Feed and mulch 

 Train and tie in climbers 

 Prune Jasmine Nudiforum (Jas N) after flowering 
 

 

Late Spring 
 

 

 Train and trim 

 

                                                       Summer 
 

 

 Train and Trim 
 Water climbers or wall shrubs growing next to walls 
 Prune Hydrangea anomala. petiolaris (Hyd P) after flowering 
 Prune Clematis Montana var Rubens ‘Pink Perfection’ (Clem PP) after flowering 
 

 

                                                        Autumn 
 

 

 Trim 
 

 
Winter 

 
 

 Prune Jasmine Nudiforum (Jas N) after flowering 
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Further Information 

 Feed annually in spring 

 Water during dry periods 

 Mulch over root areas to prevent the plant drying out 

 Deadhead climbers to prolong flowering 

 

Pruning 

Regular pruning of climbers and wall shrubs is needed to ensure that they evenly cover their support 

and flower abundantly.  Many climbers grow vigorously upwards in their search for light and if left 

unpruned will produce a complicated mass of bare, woody stems with all of the new growth and 

flowers out of sight at the top of the plant.   Regular pruning will also reduce stem congestion and 

allow air to freely circulate through the plant and reduce the risk of fungal disease.   Pruning should 

be combined with training to achieve a balanced framework, even coverage and optimum flowering. 

The initial, formative training of a young climber is particularly important.  Stems that are growing 

away from the support should be cut back to a healthy pump bud that is facing in the desired 

direction.   At the same time a number of young strong stems can be guided through or around the 

support while they are young and flexible.      

General: 

 Climbers that grow vigorously or those that have a woody framework are in particular need 

of careful formative and annual pruning to prevent a tangled mess and to encourage 

abundant flowering.   Growth should be regularly tied in to cover the support evenly and 

strong, wayward growth should be pruned to keep the climber within its boundaries.  

Branches should be trained horizontally or in a fan shape as this will restrict the flow of sap 

and will generate more flower buds.   On a narrow support such as a post, twine climbers 

around in a spiral formation.  Regular pruning will encourage further growth that can be 

trained to fill in gaps. 

 Like shrubs, deciduous climbers that flower in spring or summer on the previous year’s 

growth should be pruned immediately after flowering.  Some early flower climbers produce 

a second flush of flowers if pruned early enough. 

 Deciduous climbers that flower in late summer or autumn on the current season’s growth 

or growth produced late the previous year are usually pruned in late winter or early spring.                                              

 Prune evergreen climbers in summer after their main flush of growth or after flowering. 

 Keep a close eye on climbers and wall shrubs that are growing against a property.  Prune to 

keep them away from gutters, eaves or window frames. 

 


