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2. Weeding 

Weeds compete with plants for water, nutrients and light.  They can also harbour disease and some 

weeds such as bindweed and ivy can overcome a plant if allowed to establish.  Weeding early and 

often is the most effective way to keep on top of weeds. 

Annual and Perennial Weeds 

Annual weeds can be removed when they are seedlings by hand or by a hoe.  In dry weather they 

can be left on the surface to decompose. 

Herbaceous, perennial weeds with underground storage systems such as thistles, docks and 

dandelions are more of a challenge to eradicate as they get bigger and stronger every year.  Dig 

them out as soon as you see them.  If the perennial has become established a weedkiller is likely to 

be more effective as segments of severed root in the ground may result in regrowth. 

The real troublemakers are perennial weeds with invasive, spreading root systems such as 

bindweed, stinging nettles and horsetail.  Stay alert and remove promptly before they take hold. 

Annual Schedule 

 

Early Spring 
 

 

 Hoe seedlings and dig out perennials  

 Top up border bark to suppress weed germination 

 Mulch under hedges and trees to suppress weed germination 

 Apply combined weed and feed to lawns 
 

 

Late Spring 
 

 

 How seedlings and dig out perennials WEEKLY       

 Dig out isolated weeds from lawns 

 Keep an eye out for bindweed in hedges 

 Apply weedkiller to hard surfaces including breedon gravel paths 
 

 

                                                        Summer 
 

 

 Continue to weed all areas WEEKLY 
 

 

                                                        Autumn 
 

 

 Continue to weed all areas as often as possible 

 Treat moss on lawns 
 

 

Winter 
 

 

 As shrubs drop their leaves check for hidden weeds 
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Further Information 

 Ornamental Shrubs Borders 

Weeds compete with shrubs for water, nutrients and light so they must be removed promptly.    

The most effective way of keeping on top of weeds in borders is to tackle them weekly during the 

growing season.  Do not allow a weed to flower and set seed as the seeds can remain dormant in a 

shrub border for years.  Remove seedlings by hand or hoe.  Dig out perennials when they are small 

or treat with weedkiller if established. 

Top up mulch on borders in spring after rainfall to help to suppress weed seed germination. 

 Ornamental Trees 

Keep the area under the tree canopy free of weeds (and grass) to maximise water and nutrient 

supply to small, fibrous tree roots that lie close to the surface.   Mulch in spring. 

 Hedging 

Keep the area under hedgerows free of weeds.  Mulching will again help to suppress weeds and 

lawn cuttings do the job nicely.  Keep an eye out for invasive weeds that thrive in hedgerows such as 

bindweed. 

 Lawns 

The simplest way of preventing weed and moss growth in a lawn is to provide optimum growing 

conditions for the grass by applying an annual maintenance programme.  Grass will outgrow the 

majority of weeds if it is healthy and mown regularly. 

Regular mowing of a lawn will prevent annuals from taking hold as they are unable to set seed.  

Perennials can be a nuisance in lawns.  Their underground storage organs enable them to survive 

year to year and broad-leaved or rosette weeds lay close to the ground so are able to survive the cut 

of a lawnmower.  Scattered perennial weeds such as daisy, dandelion and plantains can be removed 

by hand.   A broad-leaved weedkiller designed for lawns should be applied in spring when the weeds 

are growing vigorously.   

!!!  Do not compost grass cuttings from the first few cuts following an application of weedkiller  !!! 

If moss is a problem, cut the lawn to expose patches and apply a moss killer. 

 Hard Surfaces 

Apply weedkiller to footpaths, car park and breedon gravel paths in spring on a dry day.   Take care 

to keep clear of lawns and borders. 

!!!!!  DO NOT COMPOST THE ROOTS OF PERENNIAL WEEDS !!!!! 

 

 


