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4. Hard Surfaces 

Hard surfaces require very little maintenance in comparison to borders and lawns.  

However, follow a basic annual action plan to keep hard surfaces clean, weed free and safe 

for pedestrians. 

Annual Schedule 

 

Early Spring 
 

 

 Remove weeds  

 Clear snow and ice 

 Check for trip hazards 
 

 

Late Spring 
 

 

 Control weeds and rubbish 
 Check for trip hazards 
 

 

                                                        Summer 
 

 

 Control weeds and rubbish 

 Check for trip hazards 

 
 

                                                        Autumn 
 

 

 Clear leaves and rubbish 
 Clear snow and ice 
 Check for trip hazards 

 

 
Winter 

 
 

 Clear snow and ice 

 Check for trip hazards 

 Inspect wooden edges of breedon gravel paths for defects 
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Further Information 

Basic Rules 

 Sweep hard surfaces regularly paying attention to rubbish build up in corners. 

 Use a wide-headed rake to agitate (and tidy) the surface of breedon gravel paths. 

 Remove weeds that are growing happily between paving slabs and bricks.  They not 

only look unsightly but the roots may damage the hard surface by opening up the 

joints.  Also, remove weeds from breedon gravel paths.  Pull up small weeds by hand 

or apply a weed-killer in spring. 

 Remove fallen leaves promptly as they can cause discolouration and are a slip hazard 

when wet. 

 Clear away snow and ice promptly. 

 Clear away bird droppings as quickly as possible to avoid permanent discolouration.   

If there is a particular area that is experiencing build-up it may be worth 

implementing measures to prevent birds from resting there. 

 Efflorescence is a natural process by which salts emerge from paving slabs and bricks 

leaving white stains or ‘tide marks’.   Cleaning products will remove the stains if 

required but they will naturally fade with time 

 Algae can be treated with an algaecide. 

 Moss can be removed with a stiff brush. 


