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8. Hedges 

There are two basic types of hedge: formal or informal 

Formal hedges are dense structures that are tightly clipped to create neat shapes.  They normally 

consist of one species of shrub that are tolerant of regular clipping. 

Informal hedges have more relaxed outline and whilst practical are usually grown as an ornamental 

feature with a focus on foliage, flowers or wildlife.  They often combine evergreen and deciduous 

hedging plants to provide year round colour and interest. 

Annual Schedule 

 

Early Spring 
 

 
 Mulch under hedges to suppress weed growth 

 

 

Late Spring 
 

 
 Inspect for hedges for bindweed 

 Tidy if required:  

o Griselinia litteralis (Gris l) 
o Prunus Laurocerasus (Pru Lau) 
o Prunus Lusitanica ‘Angustifolia’ (Pru Lus) 

 

 

                                                       Summer 
 

 
 Trim evergreen hedges twice during the growing season.  Choose a period of warm and dry 

weather.  Check for bird’s nest before trimming: 

o Griselinia litteralis (Gris l) 
o Prunus Laurocerasus (Pru Lau) 
o Prunus Lusitanica ‘Angustifolia’ (Pru Lus) 

 

 

                                                        Autumn 
 

 

 Continue to trim: 

o Griselinia litteralis (Gris l) 
o Prunus Laurocerasus (Pru Lau) 
o Prunus Lusitanica ‘Angustifolia’ (Pru Lus) 

 

 

Winter 
 

 

 Mulch  

 
 

                       
Prunus  Lusitanica ‘Angustifolia’ 
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Further Information 

 Keep newly planted hedges well-watered in particular during dry spells  

 feed in spring with a balanced fertiliser 

 Remove weeds paying particular attention to invasive climbers such as bindweed    

 Mulch in autumn and spring to suppress weed growth. 

Pruning of formal hedges 

The initial pruning of any hedge plant is essential to encourage lots of strong healthy growth at the 

base that will lead to a balanced hedge.  As with all pruning make all cuts at an angle away from a 

strong, plump bud.   

Minimal formative pruning of young formal hedging is required: 

 Shorten overlong side branches during the first few years. 

 Prune the main upright dominant leader stem when the hedge has reached the desired 

height.  Wherever possible, cut back large stems to within the foliage canopy to hide cut 

ends.  

 Regular shaping of the sides of the plants will ensure they produce strong bushy growth and 

a dense hedge.   

Established formal hedges can be cut 2- 3 times during the growing season to keep them neat, tidy 

and growing evenly: 

 Use shears or hedge trimmers.   

 Taper the hedge.  Create a base that is wider than the top so that light can reach the base of 

the hedge.  A tapered hedge will also reduce the risk of damage by the build-up of snow.   

 Prune conifers regularly and only between mid-spring and late summer as cutting back 

severely into old wood or cutting too late in the year will often fail to produce new growth 

leaving ugly bare patches. 

Wildlife Hedges 

Informal hedges also benefit from pruning to keep them in good shape.   

 Prune a deciduous hedge is from mid-June onwards when woody species have completed 

their first annual growth spurt.  Also, by this time any nesting birds will have raised their 

chicks and nests will be abandoned.   

 As with ornamental shrubs, prune flowering or fruiting hedges at the right time.  For a good 

annual flower display prune immediately after flowering.  Remove misplaced growth and cut 

back to within the required boundary.  If fruits are required leave a proportion of flowered 

stems unpruned.   

 Prune using secateurs. 

 


